
What’s the story?



What is storytelling?

Storytelling is an ancient form of expression 
that has been experiencing a Renaissance.  

In our modern media world, filled with pre-
programmed imagery, storytelling offers the 
listener an opportunity to be creative; to 
design costumes sets and scenery in the 
theatre of the mind. 



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

Stories are motivating and fun and 
children have a constant need for 
stories so they are always willing to 
listen or to read.

Stories exercise the imagination.



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

Stories link fantasy and imagination
with the children’s real world.

Children want to find meaning in 
stories, so they listen with a 
purpose.



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

If children find meaning they are 
rewarded through their ability to 
understand, and are motivated to 
try to improve their ability to 
understand even more.



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

Listening to stories in class is a 
shared social experience.

Children enjoy listening to stories 
over and over again.



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

Listening and reading fluency is 
based on a positive attitude to not 
understanding everything. 

It's based on the skills of 
searching for meaning, predicting 
and guessing.



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

Stories allow the teacher to use an 
acquisition-based methodology by providing 
optimal input (krashen 1981: 103) - language 
input that is slightly above the level they 
are expected to produce.   



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

Storybooks address universal themes that 
go beyond the 'utilitarian level of basic 
dialogues and mundane daily 
activities'(Ghosn op cit: 175)
They allow children to play with ideas and 
feelings and to think about issues that are 
important and relevant to them. 



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

Stories provide opportunities for 
developing continuity in children's learning 
since they can be chosen to link English 
with other subject areas across the 
curriculum.  



Storytelling
Why tell stories?

Storybooks also add variety and provide a 
springboard for creating complete units of 
work that constitute mini syllabuses and 
involve pupils personally,creatively and 
actively in an all round curriculum approach.   



“If your English isn’t very fluent and 
accurate then it’s an excellent reason
for telling children stories!”

Andrew Wright

And………





Using Children's Literature in our Teaching



Identifying the criteria to use for 
selecting storybooks

Children may have have limited language in the L2 
but they have ideas, concepts and aspirations 
relevent to  their developmental age.

Real success depends on having the right story 
for the linguistic and cognitive ability of the children.

And...“The best way to improve your knowledge of a 
foreign language is to go and live among its speakers.
The second best way is to read in it.”
(Christine Nuttall, Teaching Reading skills)



Genres Traditional Fairy Tales



Modern retellings of fairy tales



Information books



Stories from around the world

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/rain



Citizenship,Values, Diversity

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/what-if





Graded Readers



Graded Readers



Graded Readers



Theory and benefits of a story-based 
approach

Children's literature supports the main objectives for 
foreign language teaching to children at primary school:

Linguistic                 
Psychological
Cognitive
Social
Cultural
Cross-curricular



Story-based methodology



Activities to prepare children for reading 

Using illustrations to help the child understand and
visualise the story

Pre-teaching vocabulary

Introduce the theme

Input cultural background



Activities during reading 

Use a variety of ways to read

Total physical response

Characters and voices

Vocabulary help



Post-reading activities

Quick comprehension check

Make a poster / illustrate the story

Stimulus for writing

Role-play / acting out

Lapbooks



What are Lapbooks?

- Lapbooks are…..Personalised 3D Mindmaps……

- Tools for learning by doing……

- Notebooks and Textbooks ……

- Assessment tools

- Wonderful Visuals 



What’s the story?



Story Lane – Storytelling and more - Webinar for Primary school teachers  - 10 April 2019 - Elizabeth Evans 

List of books mentioned or shown during the webinar.

Traditional Fairy Tales   
Little Red Riding Hood
Goldilocks and the three bears
Hansel and Gretel

Modern retellings
*Princess Smartypants, Babette Cole, Hamish Hamilton. 
Little Red Riding Hood, Tony Ross, Puffin Books. 
*Jim and the Beanstalk, Raymond Briggs, Puffin Books.

Information Books 
Augustus and his smile, Catherine Rayner, little Tiger press.
My green Day, Melanie Walsh, Walker Books.
The Emperor’s Egg, Martin Jenkins, Walker Books.
Meerkat in trouble, Allan Frewin Jones, Happy Cat books.

Stories from around the World 
**Rain, Manja Stojic, David Bennett Books.
Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters, John Steptoe, Puffin Books.
The Chinese New Year, Joanna Troughton, Cambridge Reading.

Citizenship, Values, Diversity
Dinosaurs and all that rubbish, Michael Foreman, Puffin Books.
**What if? Mick Manning and Brita Granström, Franklin Watts.
Rainbow of Friendship, Joni-Klein Higger, Guardian Angel Publishing.



Graded Readers
All 15 titles of the Smart Readers Series By Celtic Publishing - https://www.celticpublishing.com/scuola-primaria/smart-
readers
Other storybooks reffered to during the webinar or interesting for Teachers. 
The Rainbow Fish, Marcus Pfister, North South Books.
*Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you see? Bill Martin, 
Eric Carle, Henry Holt and Company.
*The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Eric Carle, Puffin Books
The Bully, Herbert Puchta and Gunther Gerngross, 
Helbling Languages, The Thinking Train Series.
The Gruffalo, Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler, Puffin Books.
Room on the Broom, Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler, Macmillan Children’s Books.  

*Storynotes available in Tell it again! (British Council Storytelling handbook)
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/tell-it-again-storytelling-handbook-primary-english-language-teachers

**Storynotes available here..
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/teaching-kids/promoting-diversity-through-children%E2%80%99s-literature

Scottish Stories - �
Harris the Hero, Lynne Rickards and Gabby Grant
The Utterly Otterleys, Mairi Hedderwick
The Selkie Girl, Janis Mackay and Ruchi Mhasane
Nessie, Richard Brassey

And don’t forget… Story Time, Storytelling in classe: suggerimenti, proposte per la lezione di Inglese by Celtic 
Publishing. (Storytelling Handbook)

Elizabeth Evans  - elizabeth.evanselticpublishing.com 
Keep in touch!! 


