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It’s a lot more 
than just a story!
As an English Language teacher, I try to intergrate storytelling 
activities at every opportunity.  I would like to share with you 
a selection of these simple story-based resources that can be 
adapted for different ages and abilities in this webinar.



Some quotes on storytelling…

«There is no greater 
power on this earth 
than story.»
Libba Bray

«The world is shaped 
by two things –
stories told and the 
memories they leave 
behind.»  
Vera Nazarian

«We are storytelling 
creatures, and as 
children we aquire 
language to tell 
those stories that we 
have inside of us.»  
Jerome Bruner



Storytelling is the oldest form of teaching. It is universal and is as 
ancient as humankind. Before writing there was storytelling, it is an 
intrinsic human characteristic. It exsists to entertain, to inform and 
to respect and appreciate other cultural traditions and values.

We should ALL believe in the POWER of stories!



through time… 
Storytelling originated with visual stories 
like Cave paintings from 44,000 years ago.
It progressed to oral traditions, where 
stories were passed down from 
generation to generation by word of 
mouth which moved to words formed 
into narratives, including written, printed 
and typed stories.



The benefits of storytelling to young L2 learners.
Storytelling brings language learning alive and children 
are natural language learners!  
There are many examples of the advantages of using 
storytelling in language teaching in the English classroom:

• Stories can enrich the students’ learning experience because 
they are motivating and fun. 
This encourages a positive attitude towards a foreign language.

• Stories exercise the immagination and creativity.

• Stories provide a meaningful context for learning vocabulary, 
grammar, pronunciation sounds and rhythm. 

• Listening to stories in the classroom is a shared social experience.

• Repetition and chanting. Children love listening to the same stories over again, 
encouraging participation and acquisition of new vocabulary and structures.



Why use storytelling in a L2 classroom?
Stories are our primary tools of 
learning and teaching.  They are 
used to reinforce conceptual 
development in children, like 
colour, size, shape, time…

Stories are used to develop 
stategies for learning English for 
example, guessing the meaning 
of new words and also to 
develop their study skills.



Storytelling is like a living art,
like music and dance, it is brought to life in 
performance.

If we look at the story of the three little pigs, 
each little pig needed building materials and 
tools to produce their own homes…

1. The storyteller’s building materials:

Words, sounds and language patterns.

2. The storyteller’s tools:
Voice, face and hands.

3. The storyteller’s product:
The creation of a shared experience based on 
words, visuals and imagination.



Tell me a story….
• If children are used to hearing stories in their mother 

tongue, they will be ready to hear them in a second 
language too!

• Storytelling should be used as often as possible in the 
English Language classroom.

Here I will give you some tips, ideas and activities to use 
with any story for your storytelling lessons that you can 
easily apply to different age groups. 

Let’s open up a book…



It is always nice to start the lesson by introducing
the characters and the theme of the new 
vocabulary that the Primary students will be 
learning in the lesson.
This immediately gets the children interested in the 
topic and involved.

This story is ideal for young children learning 
language. The text is simple and it provides lots
of repetition and opportunities for joining in.
You can teach about people, family and pet 
vocabulary and to extend the language children
can talk about food and growing things.
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Pre Storytelling tasks

Using the student’s book or a Big Book, talk 
about the title and the pictures on the cover.  

Pictures in big books help 
children to associate 
pictures and words and 
arrive at a better 
understanding of the story.
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Pre Storytelling tasks
Look through the pictures 
together so students can see 
what the story is about.  
A story is more memorable if 
related to a sequence of 
pictures.
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Pre Storytelling tasks
Pick out words or phrases which 
are essential to the story and have 
those words on your board or 
screen so they can see and identify 
them when they hear each word.

BOYGRANDAD

BUT THE TURNIP DOESN’T MOVE.

GRANDMA

THEY PULL AND PULL.
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Pre Storytelling tasks

You may want to create or print a 
Story Mat or a Word Bank used to 
familiarise students with simple key 
vocabulary words or phrases in the 
book.



Who is this?               

Where are they? 

What can you see?

Is it daytime or nightime?

What is the problem?

This is an opportunity to ask simple 
questions about the pictures that 
help introduce the characters, the 
setting and plot.

Pre Storytelling tasks
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Look at the title again and point 
out the word ENORMOUS (you
may want to write it up in BIG 
letters on the board). Ask them 
what they think this word 
means… give other synonyms like 
big, very big, huge, gigantic.

1
Invite children to think of 
ENORMOUS things such as 
an elephant, a whale, a 
mountain (they can say these 
in their mother tongue).

2
Point to the turnip on the 
front cover or front page and 
ask children to show with 
their arms how big they think 
the turnip is.

3

Pre Storytelling tasks

So, now you have your students’ attention, you can now begin to tell the story!



Storytelling tasks
Read or tell the story slowly and loudly with your 
class, looking carefully at the pictures. 
As you tell the story they will hear all the 
vocabulary and phrases from the pre storytelling 
tasks.

The children will identify the main characters, 
setting and events in the story.

For the first storytelling let the children just listen 
and enjoy without any interruptions. 
They will enjoy the sounds of the new language 
and be engaged by the illustrations. 
For the next storytelling you can ask them to help 
you retell it.
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You may want the children to repeat
key words and phrases and add actions
with each new word or using emphasis
into your voice.

Dog. Cat. Mouse.

The seed grows… and grows… and GROWS!
They pull and pull and PULL!

Storytelling tasks

Grandad. 
Grandma.

ACTIONS

VOICE EMPHASIS

ACTION & VOICE EMPHASIS
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Storytelling tasks
During your second or third retelling of the story you can encourage 
Children to participate. We can do this in many different ways….

Select sentences from the story which are 
suitable for speaking aloud. 
They repeat after you altogether.
Chorusing helps the children to learn and 
pronounce key vocabulary and you may 
add actions to help memorize the 
sentence.

Chorusing

The sun shines and the seed 
grows….

Chanting & Singing
Chanting is an extension of choursing in which 
repetition is used together with rhythm and stress.

Grandad, grandma
The boy and the girl
Pull, pull, pull, pull. 
But the turnip doesn’t move
Help! Help! Help! Help
The dog, the cat
And the mouse
Pull, pull, pull, pull
And now the turnip is out!
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Storytelling tasks
Predicting
Encourage the children to predict what is coming next.

Stop where it is appropiate and ask questions.  
At a beginner level they can reply in their mother 
tongue, and at higher levels with short phrases or 
complete sentences in English.

Complete the sentence (a cloze technique)
Continue to read the story and invite
children to complete the sentence…

Grandad plants a ____.  
The sun shines and the seed grows 
and _____ and_____.

What is the problem?
What does Grandad do?
Who will help Grandad pull the turnip?
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Post Storytelling tasks
Sequence Cards 
& Story Maps

Engaging resources to 
work on sequencing
skills, story retelling 
skills and answering 
question skills. 
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Post Storytelling tasks…
More sequencing ideas…

Sequencing activities 
identify the components 
of the story.

The beginning, middle 
and end. 

Children can retell the 
events with the pictures.

Mini book Sequencing Fan
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Post Storytelling tasks

Classroom displays
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Post Storytelling tasks

The Five Finger Retell is a visual based strategy to 
help children retell a story.

The thumb represents the setting and the 
questions; When and Where.
The index finger represents the Charaters and 
the question, Who.

The next three fingers represent the beginning, 
middle and end… the events of the story.

You may do this by using a simple glove!

Five Finger Retell



A fun engaging activity that can be used and adapted 
for different focal points and different age groups .

Post Storytelling tasks…

1. Vocabulary from the story
2. Names of characters
3. Phrases from the story

4. Character description
5. Setting description
6. Problem
7. Solution
8. Talk about a character or a favourite part of the story.

The children get to pull out a strip from the jar and read 
the word or phrase on the strip or talk about an event or 
character from the story.

Storytelling Jar

Class 1, 2 & 3

Class 4 & 5



Invite children to mime the story as you read it again.
Let them choose a character they want to be. 
Other ideas could be to use finger puppets or mime actions to the song. 
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Recap of storytelling tasks…
• Big Books & Pictures
• Word Banks & Story Mats
• Questions & Predictions
• Identifying new vocabulary, using synonyms

• Actions
• Voice Emphasis
• Choursing, Chanting & Singing
• Cloze Technique

• Sequencing
• Story Maps
• Lapbooks
• Five Finger Retell
• Storytelling Jar
• Drama & Role Play

Pre Storytelling tasks

Storytelling tasks

Post Storytelling tasks



Story Lane coursebooks offers a complete collection of materials for teaching with the tool of easy 
storytelling activities from classical stories to original stories.  
For each story in every volume, there are various activities proposed for the class, using photocopiable 
pages that are presented in the teacher’s guide. 



What better way to to engage your young 
learners to learn and improve not only their 
grammar and vocabulary, but also their 
language-learning skills with Storylane!



Where it all begins…
Story Lane 1 introduces the children to their first main character 
Jane, together with other friendly characters, Jack, Jill and Carrot 
the cat. The setting takes place in Jane’s garden where children 
learn simple greetings, structures, instructions and easy vocabulary. 

Story time
Story time begins in unit 2. There are 5 original fiction stories;
«colours in the garden»
«Time for school»
«The pirate and the treasure»
«In the park»
«Welcome to the family circus»
In each Story Time episode there is the option to watch the digital version
on LIM. 
Inside the Teacher’s Guide you will find lots of fun and motivating 
activities to go along with each story. 



La fiaba è il luogo di tutte ipotesi: essa ci 
può dare delle chiavi per entrate nella realtà 
per strade nuove, può aiutare il bambino a 
conoscere il mondo.

Gianni Rodari
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